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Abstract 
According to the Western empiricists, an awareness or familiarity gained by experience is knowledge 
(Hume: Noonan 1999). Knowledge is the sum total of information conserved by civilizations and 
education is enriched by knowledge. Education is one of the paramount ways for the achievement of 
women empowerment. Women empowerment is one of the most challenging steps in surmounting the 
hindrance in a woman’s life that will finally enhance her qualities to contour her life and society. 
Women empowerment is integral to the achievement of all millennium development goals. 
Undoubtedly, the role of education in women empowerment is predominant and it has to be spread 
among women. So, we need to understand the importance of women’s education. In order to 
encourage education for women the Government of West Bengal has introduced Kanyashree Prakalpa 
(K.P) Public Service Scheme in 2013 to provide financial assistance of Rs. 25,000 to the girl children 
for improving their studies. The main aim of this scheme is to reduce dropout from schools and 
prevent child marriage all over the state. With the help of this assistance the girl children of West 
Bengal made themselves empowered in different sectors such as Self Employed Tailoring, Assistant 
Beauty Therapist, General Duty Assistant, and Domestic Data Entry Operator and in various other 
sectors. The Public Libraries have a great role in achieving women empowerment by disseminating 
information of education, skill development training, jobs, agricultural and business related news etc 
towards girl children. The purpose of this study is to reconnoitre the possibilities of women 
empowerment through the public libraries.  
Keywords: Public Libraries, Women Empowerment, Women Education, Kanyashree Prakalpa, Child 
Marriage, Dropouts and truancy , Regression Effect etc.   
Introduction 
The Public Library serves as an important institution for the development and empowerment of rural 
and disadvantaged people. The Library has been established as an important element to the 
underprivileged communities as it promotes community progress through the provision of 
information. In ancient times women and children did not have the right to use the library, so they had 
to rely on male relatives to use the library resources. In Public Libraries in 1876 children were not 
allowed to enter stack rooms and women were not allowed to enter some parts of the library (Jolie 
Valentine, 2005). In the present situation, Public Libraries have changed their old way of thinking. 
Children and women today enjoy all the benefits that public libraries provide, such as a variety of 
programs, social activities, etc. Libraries now hold some programs that attract more women than men. 
That is why children and women are more enthusiastic about using public libraries (Cassell and 
Weibel, 2007). 
Rural Public Libraries primarily serves people who live in remote areas. Public Library collections 
have to be built as per the demand of the local communities. And it is the job of the Public Library to 
provide the right services at the right time (Kempson, 1998).        
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It is a global imperative that education is the key to solving problems. According to M. Phule, 
"Education is that which demonstrates the difference between what is good and what is evil" (Kedia, 
2016). Obviously, women forming an integral part of the societal structure, it is also an imperative to 
imbibe education in them. Education empowers women to fight for their rights and challenge 
inequality. Women empowerment is not limited to Indian society alone.  If we consider global issues 
in this regard, we will find that women in developed countries are also not treated equally at par with 
men. In fact, if we look at history, we come to know that women have always been in a secondary 
position in society, but the differences between men and women created by nature are natural. We 
realize the facts through education. Several research works have categorically pointed out that 
education is the only means to empower women. Therefore, literacy should be spread among them, 
and we urgently need to understand the importance of women education. In order to encourage 
education of women the Government of West Bengal launched Kanyashree Prakalpa Public Service 
Scheme in 2013 to provide financial assistance to the girl children not only to improve their studies 
but also to focus on reduction of school-dropouts and prevent child marriage all over the State.  
It has three sections like, K1, K2 and K3. The K1 scheme states that unmarried girls between 13 and 
18 who are associated with an educational Institution receive a financial grant of Rs. 750 per annum 
to continue their education. The K2 scheme states that 18 years old girls will get a one-time payment 
of Rs.25, 000 for their education and must be unmarried. Kanyashree Scholarship is now also 
available for girl students pursuing higher studies in any recognized university.  Currently this 
Kanyashree Scheme is available for School and College level girl students. But recently the Chief 
Minister of West Bengal announced that ‘Kanyashree Scheme’ for Postgraduate courses is also 
available. The Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mamta Banerjee announced on July 28th, 2017 
that girl students studying under any University will be covered under this K3 scheme. Here, girls 
must get at least 45 per cent marks in undergraduate. And those who study arts and Commerce stream 
under any University will get Rs. 2000 per month and those who study with the science stream will 
get Rs.2500 per month.  
As three types of education are prevalent in our society, viz. formal, non- formal and informal and 
Public Library being a community information centre, all types of education system are 
interconnected through Public Libraries. Through ‘Career Guidance Corner’ section all Public 
Libraries provide job-related information to the adolescent girls for a better future. The public service 
schemes like Kanyashree, Rupashree, Sabuj Sathi and others offered by the Government of West 
Bengal can also be made known to the target group through the public libraries.  All girl students  are  
benefited  as their requirements like procedure of filling  up a Kanyashree form, contact person if any 
difficulties faced by the students and many other information related to Kanyashree scheme can be 
easily disseminated through the public libraries of the area.  
Theoretical Foundation of Women Empowerment 
In Modern India, more and more women are taking up entrepreneurial activity especially in Micro, 
Small and Medium scale Enterprises. All over India, women are constantly trying to establish 
themselves economically. Although entrepreneurial process is the same for men and women, in 
reality, women face many problems in the field of entrepreneurship (Chithambaram, 2020). “Wage 
employment means economic power” (Elliott, 2008, p.86). “Bread earners” come up through 
employment and eventually these “Bread earners” become contributing members of the household. A 
strong sense of their own economic independence enlightens them from inside and they become 
decision makers in and around their society. It is interesting to note that women entrepreneurs are 
playing a significant role in this field. Empowered women are enabled to save money, develop 
financial literacy and invest in income generating activities. Now a day, society gives a better socio-
economic status to women. The state and central governments have already introduced various 
schemes and empowerment programs to promote them to sustain in good working conditions of 
women enterprises. This number will increase further in the future if the Government takes necessary 
publicity measures. The state government like Tamil Nadu of India has established the same in to 
reality (Gunasegari, 2020). Centre and State Governments need to make special provisions, over and 
above the normal, for drawing and retaining Muslim girls in schools till class 8th as a fundamental 
right as well as improving their participation in secondary and higher technical education and 
professional education, so that they can contribute effectively in the socio-economic development of 
the nation (Shamshad, 2020). While focuses on parents’ attitude towards women empowerment and 
the role of public libraries of Murshidabad district in West Bengal, it is found that educational status, 
financial condition of the family, housing condition, involvement towards the society, expenditure 
towards daughter’s education, difficulties towards daughter’s education, role of Gram Panchayat in 
getting Kanyashree grant and role of Block Development Office in getting public services had strong 
bearing on the level of perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. It has also 
been found that financial condition of the family, difficulties towards daughter’s education, role of 
gram panchayat in getting Kanyashree grant, and wages towards women empowerment had strong 
bearing the perception level of parents on women empowerment. It is further established that the 
availability of public library, association with rural public library, role of public libraries towards 
women empowerment, available services of rural library, activities of public libraries, up-gradation of 
public library and suggestion towards development public library had strong bearing on public 
libraries towards women empowerment (Biswas and Deb, 2020). The interwoven and integral 
bonding of academics and Public Libraries are shown to have very different investment and spending 
priorities.  The latter is expressed as a group reducing staff and investing in their collections, while 
Public Libraries have expanded their staff and services significantly, but not collections (Regazzi, 
2012). Through all of the above research works, we have tried to demonstrate how much research 
work on women's empowerment has already been done. However, no research has yet established the 
role of public libraries in empowering women. When half of the populations on the globe are women, 
it is an imperative that they need to be developed. The concept of women empowerment has now 
globally become the main focus. Numerous studies have been undertaken on women's empowerment. 
Governments and international organizations have contributed increasingly in women's participation 
in economic activities around the world. After reviewing the available literature on the relationship 
between economic development and women’s rights, a great deal of information on the economic role 
of women and its impact on society has come up. From all these studies it is clear that social 
development is inevitable if women are economically self-sufficient. (Bhattacharya and Deb, 2020) 
 
Objectives of the Study 
1. To identify  influence of women empowerment through public library in the Budge Budge- II 
Community Development Block of South 24 Parganas District; 
2. To find out the efficacy of Kanyashree one time grant (Y) from 17 independent variables; 
3. To find out the perception level of students on women empowerment (Z) from 23 casual 
variables; 
4. To find out the perception level of students vis-`a-vis role of public libraries (W) in getting 
information towards women empowerment from 13 independent variables. 
 
Scope of the Study 
The scope of the present study is to identify role of Public Libraries with special reference to Women 
Empowerment through Kanyashree Prakalpa (KP) in Budge Budge- II Community Development 
Block of South 24 Parganas District of West Bengal. 
Methodology 
The study is based on a rigorous household survey conducted at Budge Budge-II Community 
Development Block in South 24 Parganas District, West Bengal in between February 2020 to March 
2020. With the help of random sampling, the data were collected from 100 students who got 
Kanyashree one time grant of Rs. 25,000. A semi-structured schedule was placed in front of each 
interviewee, who had different questions / statements / opinions, and interviews were conducted to 
measure their educational status, age, parent’s occupation, family income etc.  We used SPSS version 
2.0 statistical methods to explore correlations, and regression and stepwise regression analysis.  
Dependent Variables 
The questionnaires of the schedule are so arranged that we have identified three dependent variables 
namely, effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (Y), perception level of students on women 
empowerment (Z), and role of public libraries (W) in getting information towards women 
empowerment. Here, effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant is measured from the cumulative 
sum of quantised values from four variables namely, objectives of Kanyashree Prakalpa (Y1), year of 
getting onetime grant of Rs. 25,000 (Y2),  for which purposes the said fund was utilised (Y3), and 
grant received from other sources including KP with utilisation details (Y4). Similarly, perception 
level of students on women empowerment (Z) is measured from the cumulative sum of quantised 
values from three variables namely, what do girls students understand by women empowerment (Z1), 
do girls think that KP would help them in their empowerment and if yes, then how (Z2), and what do 
girls think about the schemes that may empower them (Z3). Here, women empowerment is meant for 
economic empowerment by way of participating in economic affairs with the help of KP one time 
grant of Rs. 25,000 either by setting up their own micro enterprise or in family business.  Finally, the 
role of public libraries (W) in getting information towards women empowerment is measured from 
the cumulative sum of quantised values from two variables namely, in what way girls students are 
getting services from public library (W1) and whether they got the information regarding employment 
and entrepreneurial-ship from public library (W2).  
 
Result and discussion 
The entire analysis is divided into three parts, namely Group A where Kanyashree one time grant (Y) 
is the dependent variable, Group B where perception level of students on women empowerment (Z) is 
the predictor variable, and Group C where role of public libraries (W) in getting information towards 
women empowerment is the dependent variable. 
 
Group A: Kanyashree one time grant (Y) is the dependent variable 
Variable       Mean     Std Dev    
X1       11.04         0.93       
X2  2.75         0.44       
X3       18.78         0.92      
X4        5.17        2.11       
X5        1.88         0.84       
X6        1.90         0.83       
X7       2.93        1.58       
X8        2.97        1.56       
X9        4.81         0.96       
X10        4.86         0.95       
X11        2.91         0.85       
X12        2.89         0.85       
X13  2.89        1.69       
X14        4.04         0.84       
X15        6.05         0.78       
X16        4.03         0.85       
X30        3.69         0.46       
X31        2.44         0.90       
 
The descriptive statistics shown above gives the mean and standard deviation of eighteen (18) casual 
variables which were preliminary assumed to be responsible towards the effectiveness of Kanyashree 
one time grant. It is found that occupation of parents (X4) occupied the highest standard deviation in 
order to explain the predictor variable that is, effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant followed by 
other two consequent variables such as, accessibility of private tuition (X13), go to regular school or 
College (X7), and availability of food during school /college hour (X8). 
 
Table - I: Correlation Analysis between dependent variable effectiveness of Kanyashree one 
time grant (Y) and 17 casual variables 
 
Variables         ‘r’ Value 
Educational status (X2)       -0.2991** 
Age of the respondent (X3)      -0.1671 
Occupation of parents (X4)      -0.7289** 
Monthly income of parents (X5)      -0.7648** 
Monthly income of family (X6)      -0.7484** 
Go to regular school or College (X7)     0.4059** 
Availability of food during school /college hour (X8)   0.4250** 
Electricity at home (X9)       -0.7140** 
Availability of Aadhaar card (X10)     -0.7102** 
The school's or college’s distance from your home (X11)   -0.6814** 
Communication to school or college (X12)    -0.7078** 
Accessibility of private tuition (X13)     -0.7044** 
Effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14)   0.7083** 
Family consent for study in school or college (X15)   -0.4321** 
Role of Schools in getting Kanyashree grant (X16)   0.6906** 
Role of Gram Panchayat in getting Kanyashree grant (X30)  0.7057** 
Role of Block Development Office in getting public services (X31) 0.6760** 
 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.05) = +or- 0.197  *Significant at 5% level 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.01) = +or- 0.256  ** Significant at 1% level 
 
Table-I describes the students perception on the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (Y) from 
independent variables, which are the most important and explains the effect of correlation. 
In these regions where the female literacy rates are low, the role in understanding educational status 
(X2) is important. Children do not receive family support in understanding empowerment, most of the 
students in the village are first-generation learners and she will be more interested in learning. And the 
variable named educational status (X2) has a strong negative impact on the level of perception about 
the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. Most of the parents are involved in cultivation and 
labour class worked. Therefore Occupation of parents (X4), Monthly income of parents (X5) and 
Monthly income of family (X6) had strong negative impact on the level of perception about the 
effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. In that sense, go to regular school or college (X7) and 
availability of food during school /college hour (X8) had positive impact on the level of perception 
about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one-time grant. 
Electricity and Aadhaar card are the most essential components in day to day life. Here the variables 
such as electricity at home (X9) and availability of Aadhaar card (X10) had strong negative impact on 
the level of perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. The distance from 
institution from home and in what way the students go to School or Colleges such as by bi-cycle, by 
auto or by bus or etc. In this case the school's or college’s distance from your home (X11), 
communication to school or college (X12) had strong negative impact on the level of perception about 
the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. 
Most of the students are belong from poor family that is why Accessibility of private tuition (X13) had 
strong negative bearing on the level of perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time 
grant. Kanyashree Prakalpa has a great role to reduce school dropouts in Budge Budge-II Block. In 
this sense, Effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14) had positive impact on the level 
of perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. The involvement of family in 
school or colleges improves student performance. There were very poor involvement of families 
towards Schools and Colleges. Here, Family consent for study in school or college (X15) had a strong 
negative bearing on the level of perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. 
The role of Schools, Gram Panchayat and Block Development Offices had a great influence of getting 
Kanyashree onetime grant. In this case the variables such as role of Schools in getting Kanyashree 
grant (X16), role of Gram Panchayat in getting Kanyashree grant (X30) and the role of Block 
Development Office in getting public services (X31) had strong positive significance on the level of 
perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. 
  
Table II: Multiple Regression Analysis 
Variables        “β” value   “t” value 
Educational status (X2)      0.024304     0.397 
Age of the respondent (X3)     -0.017921       -0.305 
Occupation of parents (X4)     -13.201720      -4.837** 
Monthly income of parents (X5)     -7.357992        -6.159**   
Go to regular school or College (X7)    0.289857        0.685 
Electricity at home (X9)      0.159896         0.346 
Availability of Aadhaar card (X10)    0.074950          0.187 
The school's or college’s distance from your home (X11)  -0.350046     -0.782 
Communication to school or college (X12)   8.702642     4.843** 
Accessibility of private tuition (X13)    0.194775        0.660 
Effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14)  -10.956421     -4.255** 
Family consent for study in school or college (X15)  -2.431275    -6.226**   
Role of Schools in getting Kanyashree grant (X16)  5.461777     4.033** 
Role of Gram Panchayat in getting Kanyashree grant (X30) -7.621986       -4.665**   
Role of Office of BDO in getting public services (X31)  -0.025095      -0.157 
 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.05) = +or- 1.987  *Significant at 5% level 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.01) = +or- 2.637  ** Significant at 1% level 
 
 
Regression Summary  
Multiple R   R Square  Adjusted R Square   Standard Error 





Analysis of Variance 
               DF        Sum of Squares        Mean Square 
Regression       15             69.06244             4.60416 
Residual          84             16.77756             0.19973 
F =      23.05160       Signif F =  .0000 
 
It is found from table II that all the independent variables show their regression effects with β and 
corresponding t values, their effectiveness on Kanyashree one-time grant (Y), and they explain 80.45 
per cent of the total aggregation effect (R2 = 0.80455). Four variables were identified in turn, such as 
occupation of parents (X4), monthly income of parents (X5), communication to school or college 
(X12), effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14), family consent for study in school or 
college (X15), role of Schools in getting Kanyashree grant (X16) and role of Gram Panchayat in getting 
Kanyashree grant (X30) which are the most important and explains the effect of total regression on 
predictors. 
 
Table III: Step-down Regression Model 
 
Step   Multiple R   R Square         Adjusted R Square  Standard Error   
I: X5  0.76478  0.58489 0.58066  0.60299 
II: X12  0.79081  0.62538 0.61766  0.57578 
III: X4  0.82879  0.68689 0.67710  0.52913 
IV: X11  0.83874  0.70348 0.69099  0.51762 
 
From the variables in table III to the regression model of regression analysis, it is found that after step 
3, three variables are the monthly income of parents (X5), communication to school or college (X12), 
occupation of parents (X4) and the school's or college’s distance from your home (X11) had explained 
70.34 per cent of the total effect. Therefore, the remaining 13 variables explain only about 10.1 
percent of the total effect. Interestingly, in the step down model, the role of students in understanding 
monthly income of parents has innovatively increased to characterize the aggregate effect of these 
four variables on the level of perception about the effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant. 
 
Group B: Perception level of students on women empowerment (Z) is the predictor variable 
Variable       Mean     Std Dev    
X2        2.75         0.44       
X3       18.78         0.92      
X4       5.17        2.11       
X5        1.88         0.84       
X6        1.90         0.83       
X7        2.93        1.58       
X8        2.97        1.56       
X9        4.81         0.96       
X10        4.86         0.95       
X11  2.91         0.85       
X12        2.89         0.85       
X13        2.89        1.69       
X14        4.04         0.84       
X15        6.05         0.78       
X16        4.03         0.85       
X17        1.92         0.82       
X18        3.89         0.82       
X19        1.91         0.82       
X20        2.78        1.24       
X24        1.59        1.04       
X26        3.76        2.60       
X30        3.69         0.46       
X31        2.44         0.90       
The expressive figures shown above gives the mean and standard deviation of twenty three (23) 
independent variables which were preliminary assumed to be responsible towards the perception level 
of students on women empowerment (Z). It is found that information towards women empowerment 
(X26) ranked the highest standard deviation in order to explain the dependent variable that is, the 
perception level of students on women empowerment followed by other six consequent variables such 
as, occupation of parents (X4), accessibility of private tuition (X13), go to regular school or College 
(X7), availability of food during school /college hour (X8), encourage about job related work (X20), 
and role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24).  
 
Table - IV: Correlation Analysis between dependent variable the perception level of students on 
women empowerment (Z) and 23 casual variables 
 
Variables         ‘r’ Value 
Educational status (X2)       0.3488** 
Age of the respondent (X3)      0.3053** 
Occupation of parents (X4)      0.7985** 
Monthly income of parents (X5)      0.8172** 
Monthly income of family (X6)      0.8000** 
Go to regular school or College (X7)     -0.4518** 
Availability of food during school /college hour (X8)   -0.4713** 
Electricity at home (X9)       0.7855** 
Availability of Aadhaar card (X10)     0.7596** 
The school's or college’s distance from your home (X11)   0.7692** 
Communication to school or college (X12)    0.7972** 
Accessibility of private tuition (X13)     0.7696** 
Effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14)   -0.7606** 
Family consent for study in school or college (X15)   0.4358** 
Role of Schools in getting Kanyashree grant (X16)   -0.7419** 
Role of Gram Panchayatin getting Kanyashree grant (X30)  -0.7573** 
Role of Block Development Office in getting public services (X31) -0.7161** 
Effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (X1)    -0.6994** 
Impact of women empowerment (X17)     0.3623** 
Public services will help the women empowerment (X19)   0.8336** 
Encourage about job related work (X20)     -0.8011** 
Role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24)  0.3050** 
Role of public libraries in getting  
information towards women empowerment (X26)   0.3976** 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.05) = +or- 0.197  *Significant at 5% level 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.01) = +or- 0.256  ** Significant at 1% level 
 
Table IV describes the perception level of students on women empowerment (Z) from causal factors, 
which are the most important and explains the effect of correlation. Education is the most powerful 
tool to change our society, to encourage all the common people and education is a great way to 
empower women. Here, Educational status (X2) and Age of the respondent (X3) had a strong positive 
bearing on the perception level of students regarding women empowerment. The occupation and the 
monthly income of the parents have a great role for their children’s education. In this sense the 
variables such as occupation of parents (X4), monthly income of parents (X5) and monthly income of 
family (X6) had strong positive bearing on the perception level of students on women empowerment. 
In Budge Budge- II Block the variables such as Electricity at home (X9), Availability of Aadhaar card 
(X10), The school's or college’s distance from your home (X11) and communication to school or 
college (X12) had strong positive bearing on the perception level of students on women empowerment. 
Recognized girls have increased their focus on academic research, reading skills and understanding of 
current issues. They have received further tuition through private teachers and communicated with 
mentors or role models. Here, accessibility of private tuition (X13) had strong positive bearing on the 
perception level of students on women empowerment. 
According to data from the National Sample Survey 2014, the school dropout rate among girls in the 
West Bengal State has come down. The report says that while the National average for school dropout 
rate for girls is 3.23%, the same for the West Bengal State is 1.28%. In the 2009 survey, the figure 
stood at 2.34% for Bengal4. But here in Budge Budge- II, the effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for 
dropout girls (X14) of student has a strong negative significance on the dependent variable. 
Women’s education in village areas is very slow, which means that there are still a large number of 
illiterate, weak, backward and exploited women in our country. Therefore, education is needed for 
women that can change the status of women in society, thereby reducing inequality and improving the 
status of women in the family. Here, family consent for study in school or college (X15) had a strong 
positive bearing on the perception level of students on women empowerment. Kanyashree Prakalpa 
helps to reduce to School dropout and protect child marriage. Here Role of Schools in getting 
Kanyashree grant (X16), Role of Gram Panchayatin getting Kanyashree grant (X30),   
Role of Block Development Office in getting public services (X31) and Effectiveness of Kanyashree 
one time grant (X1) had strong negative bearing on the perception level of students on women 
empowerment. 
Kanyashree Prakalpa is committed to supporting global gender equality and empowering women for 
girls. Here, Impact of women empowerment (X17) and public services will help the women 
empowerment (X19) had strong positive bearing on the perception level of students on women 
empowerment. Encourage about job related work (X20) had strong negative impact on the perception 
level of students on women empowerment. Here the Role of public libraries towards women 
empowerment (X24) and Role of public libraries in getting information towards women empowerment 
(X26) had strong positive bearing on the perception level of students on women empowerment. 
  
Table V: Multiple Regression Analysis 
Variables        “β” value   “t” value 
 
Educational status (X2)      -0.040229       -0.579  
Age of the respondent (X3)     0.085265       1.288 
Monthly income of parents (X5)     -0.439567       -0.591  
Go to regular school or College (X7)    -0.187407       -0.396  
Electricity at home (X9)      0.532896       1.018  
Availability of Aadhaar card (X10)    -0.349985       -0.778  
The school's or college’s distance from your home (X11)  -0.043395       -0.097  
Communication to school or college (X12)    -0.242058       -0.316  
Accessibility of private tuition (X13)    -0.080723       -0.245  
Effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14)  2.571728       1.410 
 
4 http://aitcofficial.org/aitc/impact-of-kanyashree-school-dropout-rate-among-girls-comes-down-in-bengal/ 
Family consent for study in school or college (X15)  0.015905        0.029  
Role of Schools in getting Kanyashree grant (X16)   -1.157168      -1.143 
Role of Gram Panchayat in getting Kanyashree grant (X30) -0.820201      -2.088* 
Role of office of BDO in getting public services (X31)  0.068236        0.381  
Effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (X1)   0.031370     0.245  
Impact of women empowerment (X17)     0.506082       0.737  
Public services will help the women empowerment (X19)  1.811276     3.862**   
Encourage about job related work (X20)    0.005213       0.015  
Role of public libraries towards WE (X24)    0.269540      -2.068* 
Role of public libraries in getting  
information towards women empowerment (X26)   0.268758       2.018* 
  
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.05) = +or- 1.987  *Significant at 5% level 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.01) = +or- 2.637  ** Significant at 1% level 
 
Regression Summary 
Multiple R   R Square  Adjusted R Square   Standard Error     
0.88037  0.77505  0.71810   0.43283 
 
 
Analysis of Variance 
               DF        Sum of Squares        Mean Square 
Regression       20             50.99032             2.54952 
Residual          79             14.79968             0.18734 
F =      13.60920       Signif F =  .0000 
 
It is found from Table V that all the independent variables show their regression effects with β and 
corresponding t values, their perception level of students on women empowerment (Z), and they 
explain 77.50 per cent of the total aggregation effect (R2 = 0.77505). Four variables were identified in 
turn, such as role of Gram Panchayat in getting Kanyashree grant (X30) public services will help the 
women empowerment (X19), role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24) and role of 
public libraries in getting information towards women empowerment (X26) which are the most 
important and explains the effect of total regression on predictors. 
 
Table VI: Step-down Regression Model 
Step   Multiple R   R Square         Adjusted R Square  Standard Error   
  I: X19  0.83361  0.69491 0.69180  0.45256 
II: X14  0.85065  0.72361 0.71791  0.43297 
III: X30  0.85945  0.73865 0.73048  0.42321 
 
Table VI presents the step down regression model was applied to separate the prominent independent 
variables, then it was found that after step 3, three variables are Public services will help the women 
empowerment (X19), Effectiveness of Kanyashree grant for dropout girls (X14) and Role of Gram 
Panchayatin getting Kanyashree grant (X30) had explained 73.86 per cent of the total effect. 
Therefore, the remaining 20 variables explain only about 3.64 per cent of the total effect on the 
perception level of students on women empowerment. 
 
Group C: Role of public libraries (W) in getting information towards women empowerment is 
the dependent variable 
 
Variable       Mean     Std Dev    
X1       11.04         0.93       
X17        1.92         0.82       
X18        3.89         0.82       
X19        1.91         0.82       
X20        2.78        1.24       
X21        1.98        1.50       
X22        1.88        1.52       
X23        1.29         0.59       
X24        1.59        1.04       
X25        2.37        1.43       
X27        1.46         0.81       
X28        3.90         0.83       
X29        1.88         0.82       
The broad information shown above gives the mean and standard deviation of twenty three (13) self-
determining variables which were initially assumed to be responsible towards role of public libraries 
(W) in getting information towards women empowerment. It is found that use of public library (X22) 
scored the highest standard deviation in order to explain the dependent variable that is, towards role of 
public libraries (W) in getting information towards women empowerment followed by other four 
consequential variables such as, availability of public library (X21), role of public libraries towards job 
related training (X25), encourage about job related work (X20), and role of public libraries towards 
women empowerment (X24).  
Table - VII: Correlation Analysis between dependent variable roles of public libraries (W) in 
getting information towards women empowerment from 13 consequent variables 
 
Variables         ‘r’ Value 
Effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (X1)    -.3843** 
Impact of women empowerment (X17)     -.0798 
The perception level of students on women empowerment (X18)  0.3976** 
Public services will help the women empowerment (X19)   0.4177** 
Encourage about job related work (X20)     -.4948** 
Availability of public library (X21)     0.9293** 
Use of public library (X22)      0.9266** 
Role of public libraries towards public services (X23)   0.7890** 
Role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24)  0.8828** 
Role of public libraries towards job related training (X25)   0.8776** 
Role of public libraries towards kind of information (X27)  0.8745** 
Uses of School or College library (X28)     0.4778** 
Kind of books uses of School or College library (X29)   0.4463** 
 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.05) = +or- 0.197  *Significant at 5% level 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.01) = +or- 0.256  ** Significant at 1% level 
 
Table VII describes the students' views on the role of public libraries (W)  towards women's 
empowerment from 13 consequent variables such as effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (X1), 
impact of women empowerment (X17), public services will help the women empowerment (X19), 
encourage about job related work (X20), the perception level of students on women empowerment 
(X18), availability of public library (X21), use of public library (X22), role of public libraries towards 
public services (X23), role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24), role of public 
libraries towards job related training (X25), role of public libraries towards kind of information (X27), 
uses of school or college library (X28), and kind of books uses of school or college library (X29).  
From the table of correlation coefficient, it has been found that the variable such as effectiveness of 
Kanyashree one time grant (X1) and encourage about job related work (X20) had strong negative 
impact on the perception level of student’s role of public libraries in getting information towards 
women empowerment. And the another variables such as public services will help the women 
empowerment (X19), the perception level of students on women empowerment (X18), availability of 
public library (X21), use of public library (X22), role of public libraries towards public services (X23), 
role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24), role of public libraries towards job 
related training (X25), role of public libraries towards kind of information (X27), uses of School or 
College library (X28) and kind of books uses of School or College library (X29) had strong positive 
bearing on the role of public libraries in getting information towards women empowerment. 
 
Table VIII: Multiple Regression Analysis 
Variables        “β” value  “t” value 
Effectiveness of Kanyashree one time grant (X1)   -0.030964    -0.711  
Impact of women empowerment (X17)    -0.010770      -0.229  
The perception level of students on women empowerment (X18)  0.011148       0.216  
Public services will help the women empowerment (X19)  0.174349     1.231  
Encourage about job related work (X20)    0.122747      1.112  
Availability of public library (X21)    0.344304       5.329** 
Use of public library (X22)     0.339616     4.699** 
Role of public libraries towards public services (X23)  0.023912       0.460  
Role of public libraries towards women empowerment (X24) 0.048094      0.681  
Role of public libraries towards job related training (X25)  0.148286     2.086*  
Role of public libraries towards kind of information (X27) 0.132500      2.138* 
Uses of School or College library (X28)    -0.165416     -0.853  
Kind of books uses of School or College library (X29)  0.115046       0.671  
  
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.05) = +or- 1.987  *Significant at 5% level 
Critical value (2-Tail, 0.01) = +or- 2.637  ** Significant at 1% level 
 
Regression Summary 
Multiple R   R Square  Adjusted R Square   Standard Error     
0.97138  0.94358  0.93505   0.66212 
 
 
Analysis of Variance 
              DF        Sum of Squares        Mean Square 
Regression       13     630.53790  48.50292 
Residual          86         37.70210            0.43840 
F =     110.63709       Signif F =  .0000 
 
It is found from Table VIII that all thirteen (13) variables show their regression effects with β and 
corresponding t values, theirperception level of student’s role of public libraries in getting information 
towards women empowerment (W), and they explain 94.35 per cent of the total aggregation effect (R2 
= 0.94358). Four variables were identified in turn, such as availability of public library (X21), use of 
public library (X22), role of public libraries towards job related training (X25) and role of public 
libraries towards kind of information (X27) which are the most important and explain the effect of total 
regression on predictors. 
 
Table IX: Step-down Regression Model 
Step   Multiple R   R Square         Adjusted R Square  Standard Error   
I: X21  0.92933  0.86366 0.86227  0.96419 
II: X22  0.95977  0.92117 0.91954  0.73694 
III: X27  0.96682  0.93475 0.93271  0.67394 
IV: X25  0.96937  0.93968 0.93714  0.65137 
Table IX represents the step down regression model was applied to separate the prominent 
independent variables, then it was found that after step 4, four variables are availability of public 
library (X21), use of public library (X22), role of public libraries towards kind of information (X27) and 
role of public libraries towards job related training (X25) had explained 93.96 per cent of the total 
effect. Therefore, the remaining 9 (nine) variables explain only about 0.39 per cent of the total effect 
on the perception level of student’s role of public libraries in getting information towards women 
empowerment. 
Findings 
Kanyashree Prakalpa is one of the most important public service schemes offered by the Government 
of West Bengal. Budge Budge- II Block is situated in the western part of South 24 Parganas District. 
This Scheme is able to prevent child marriage, child labour, reduce school dropouts etc. With 
Kanyashree one time grant of Rs. 25,000/- , most of the students were benefited in pursuing their 
education. Here in Budge Budge- II Block we found some students who made them empowered in 
different sectors. The chart below exhibits the names of the girl students who made themselves 
empowered by virtue of Kanyashree Prakalpa.  
 





Name of the 
Students 
Fathers Name Address Trade Name Name of the 
Training Centre. 
01. Sumitra Das Shyamapada Das Kalinagar Self Employed 
Tailor 
Mili Enterprise 
02. Piyali Mondal Sadhan Mondal Baratala Health Care Amtala 
03. Chandana Hazra Nomitha Hazra Vetha Khali Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Budge Budge Nari 
Kalyan Samiti 
04. Rakhima Dhul Susanta Dhul Vetha Khali Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Budge Budge Nari 
Kalyan Samiti 
05. Sonali Mondal Sadhan Mondal Bara Tala General Duty 
Assistant 
Amtola 
06. Keya Bera Goutam Bera Chakhimalkhar Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Mahestala 





Jadab Adhikary Dongaria General Duty 
Assistant 
Amtola 
09. Nasrin Khatun Sk. Najibul 
Rahman 
Purbo Poali Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Budge Budge 
10. Sneha Mondal Samiran Mondal Alampur Web Developer Dakghar 
11. Puja Pramanik Anil Pramanik Naldari Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Budge Budge 
12. Gita Patra Ashok Patra Alampur Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Budge Budge 
13. Sita Patra Ashok Patra Alampur Assistant Beauty 
Therapist 
Budge Budge 





15. Pubali Mistry Dipak Mistry Padmapur Self Employed 
Tailor 
Poita 




Table X shows that with the help of this Kanyashree one-time grant of Rs. 25,000 some Students of 
Budge Budge-II C.D Block could receive Skill Development Training to promote their 
entrepreneurial development. This result shows that Kanyashree Prakalpa led by the West Bengal 
government has made great achievements. 
 
Table XI: List of some students who got married below 18 years in Budge Budge- II C.D Block. 
Sl. No.  Name of the student  Father's name   Age 
01.  Mahima Khatun  Malek Khan   17 
02.  Momina Khatun  Ibrahim Khan   17 
03.  Saina Parvin   Chottu Khan   15 
04  Mohima Khatun  Mojaffer Molla   16 
05.  Putul Khatun    Abdul Sheikh   15 
06.  Asmina Khatun   Ansar Mallick   16 
07.  Pallabi Das    Biswanath Das   17 
08.  Jashmina Khatun  Apsar Mallick   16 
09.  Alomera Khatun  Asraf Shaikh   17 
 
Table XI shows that due to poverty, illiteracy and other reasons, many girls got married before the age 
of eighteen. The percentage of households below poverty line was 34.04% in the Budge Budge-II CD 
block (Human Development Report, 2009). Total literate persons in the Budge Budge- II CD block 
was 135,428. Of these, 73,573 are male and 61,855 are female. The difference between female and 
male literacy rates was 9.49%5. For all these reasons, immature girls are forced to get married.  
Table XII: List of some Kanyashree girls who took coaching of West Bengal Civil Service 




Name of the 
Students 







01. Shiuli Bhorre Rather Bhorre Sonapur 19.10.1998 Graduation 30.07.2019 
02. Sudipta Charalay Ramesh Bikash 
Charalay 




03. Mallika Das Sankar Das Dongaria 10.08.1998 B.Sc 30.07.2019 
04. Soma Samanta Ramprasad Samanta Burul 28.08.2001 H.S 30.07.2019 
05. Sumana Pramanick Sudarshan Pramanick Mohanpur 20.06.1995 Graduation 30.07.2019 
06. Ananya Das Anath Das Mohanpur 07.11.2001 H.S 31.07.2019 





Mohanpur 09.01.1996 Graduation 30.07.2019 
09. Jhuma Patra Biswanath Patra Sonaria 19.09.1997 Graduation 31.07.2019 
10. Susmita Pauja Amal Pauja Nodakhali 28.07.1997 Graduation 31.07.2019 
11. Nazni Khatun Sajjad Hussain Chandipur 19.07.1989 Graduation 30.07.2019 
12. Shukuntala Mondal Bablu Mondal Dongaria 31.10.1996 Graduation 30.07.2019 
 
5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budge_Budge_II  
13 Mitali Raj Madan Raj Mohanpur 08.05.1998 Graduation 31.07.2019 
14. Anushree Paul Chittaranjan Paul Dongaria 10.06.2001 B.A 1st Year 31.07.2019 
15. Riya Kayal Prabir Kayal Arya Para 11.11.1999 B.A 3rd Year 31.07.2019 
16. Rimpa Mondal Chiranjib Mondal Arya Para 03.12.1993 M.Sc 05.08.2019 
17. Uma Maji Bhabananda Maji Sehai 28.04.1992 B.Sc (Zoo. 
Hons) 
02.08.2019 
18. Riya Mondal Rabindra Mondal Satgachia 04.01.2002 B.Sc 2nd Year 02.08.2019 
19. Rubina Khatun Najrul Islam Molla Naskarpur 20.04.1997 B.A 01.08.2019 
20. Rakhi Bera Mahadev Bera Alampur 02.01.2000 B.A 3rd Year 01.08.2019 
 
 
The table XII shows the girls (Kanyashree) who availed themselves of the opportunity of taking West 
Bengal Civil Service (W.B.C.S.) examination coaching in Budge Budge- II C.D Block. 
These aforesaid coaching classes were conducted by the Block Development Officer Mr. Naba Kumar 
Das, W.B.C.S (Exe) at  his own will and these coaching classes were  done free of cost. The English 
classes were guided by the aforesaid B.D.O, the science classes by the Joint B.D.O. and Block Life 
stock Development Officer (B.L.D.O) took the classes of multi-disciplinary subjects. And the Block 
Land Record Officer also took classes of W.B.C.S coaching. These classes are in progress till now. 
The Public Libraries of Budge Budge- II Community Development Block have established a 
significant role for disseminating information to the girl students on how to get Kanyashree grant and 
other public service schemes provided by the Government of West Bengal. And besides it, Public 
libraries are also providing information of education, jobs, agricultural and business related news etc. 
In this way Public Libraries have played their role of responsibility for empowering women.  
Conclusion 
Kanyashree Prakalpa is a very helpful Public Service Scheme for the girl child who hails from a 
poverty- stricken family.  It is a Conditional Cash Transfer Scheme for the girl students who are 
studying in regular mode. The main motto of this scheme is to reduce child labor, school dropout and 
protect child marriage. Most of the students are able to continue their studies with the help of this 
grant of Rs. 25,000 (Rupees Twenty Five Thousand Only). In Budge Budge- II Community 
Development Block of South 24 Parganas of West Bengal many girl students made them empowered 
in different ways with the help of this grant.  Some of the girls achieved skill set of Assistant Beauty 
Therapists, Self Employed Tailors, General Duty Assistants and Domestic Data Entry Operators. 
Some of the students took the training of Health Care with the assistance of this grant. In this way 
Kanyashree Prakalpa has a great impact towards women empowerment. On the other hand the public 
libraries in the Budge-Budge II Community Development Block play an important role in 
disseminating information to female students on the process of obtaining the Kanyashree grants and 
other public service programs provided by the Government of West Bengal. In addition, the public 
library is also responsible for providing information about education, work, and news related to 
agriculture and commerce. In this way, the public libraries have fulfilled their responsibilities for 
empowering women. 
 
Suggestion of programs of public library in future 
The following are the programs applied to public libraries: 
• Public Libraries need to provide adequate resources for lifelong learning and academic 
success. 
• Public Libraries need to be aware to continue reading outside of School hours and to 
strengthen the importance of literacy.  
• Another major function of public libraries is to involve adult learners in decision- making and 
to take initiative planning. 
• Literacy related programs should be organized to highlight the realities of literature through 
book groups and author visits.  
• Libraries need to increase the collection of job related documents for self- reliance, especially 
for women. 
 
Highlights: The present study has been conducted on 100 Kanyashree girl students in Budge Budge II 
block of South 24 Parganas district. The sample size is too small in comparison to the total 
Kanyashree population of the block. During survey, a few information that were outside the structured 
schedule came up as a very challenging one. 16 Kanyashree girls are found who received skill 
development training at the Block level. 20 Kanyashree girls registered their names in block office for 
West Bengal Civil Service (WBCS) Examination. This is the positive sign in the sense that social 
leaders, panchayat leaders, and block level administrations are able to convince Kanyashree girls and 
their parents about the importance of women empowerment.  
 
Recommendations: In spite of the abovementioned highlights, 9 girls are found who were forced to 
give marriage before attaining the age of 18 years. The actual picture would be more alarming. The 
Government cannot alone do this job. Social, panchayat, religious leaders, educated people of the 
block will be taken into account for the wide campaigning and sensitizing the parents of girls below 
the age of 18 years. Block Development Officer and Block Police administration are to be more 
activated in this issue. Door to door campaigning about Skill Development Programmes under 
Utkarsha Bangla, WBCS and other services training facilities should be done on an urgent basis. 
    
References 
Arroyo, M. H. & Landa, S. U. (2019). Evaluability assessment of a community development 
leisure program in Spain. Evaluation and Program Planning, 72, 219-226. 
doi.org/10.1016/j.evalprogplan.2018.10.014 
Badruzzama, H. (2020). Gender, Gender Equality and Women Empowerment. Our Heritage, 
68, 53- 65. 
Bhattacharya, S. & Deb, P. (2020). Exploring Kanyashree Public Service Scheme for 
Unmarried Girls in West Bengal of India: New Challenges. EPW, New Delhi. 
Biswas, S., Biswas, J., Akhter, M.Y. & Deb, P. (2020). Parents’ attitude towards women 
empowerment in public services: role of public libraries in Beldanga-II Community 
Development Block of Murshidabad district in West Bengal. Studies in Indian Place 
Names, 40(1), 121-138. 
Cassell, K. A, & Weibel, K.  (2007). Public Library Response to Women and Their Changing 
Roles Revisited. Library Trends, 56(2), 303-327. 
Chithambaram, C.M. & Rajendran, R. (2020). Women Entrepreneurship in India: Obstacles 
and Opportunities. Studies in India Name Places, 40, 369- 375. 
Devanathan, J (2019). Impact on Women’s Entrepreneurship Development. Thematics 
Journal of Geography, 8, 1050- 1055. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Budge_Budge_II retrieved on 03. 05. 2020 
Galbraitha, Q., Merrillb, E. & Outzenc, O. (2018). The Effect of Gender and Minority Status 
on Salary in Private and Public ARL Libraries. The Journal of Academic 
Librarianship, 44, 75-80. dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2017.10.005 
Gunasegari, N. (2020). Women Entrepreneurs in India - Problems and Essential Strategies. 
Studies in India Place Names, 40, 753- 760. 
Kedia, R. (2016). Role of Education in Women Empowerment. I J R T E R - Special Issue. 
Available at : www.ijrter.com/published_special_issues/30-11-2016/role-of-
education-in-women-empowerment-5.pdf 
Kempson, E. (1998). Information for self-reliance and self-determinations: the role of 
community informations services. IFLA Journal, 12(3). 
Kumar, J. L. (2019). Impact on Self Help Group on Rural Women Empowerment. Thematics 
Journal of Geography, 8, 1034- 1037. 
Noonan, H.W., 1999, Hume on Knowledge, London and New York: Routledge. 
Regazzi, J. J. (2012). Comparing Academic Library Spending with Public Libraries, Public 
K-12 Schools, Higher Education Public Institutions, and Public Hospitals between 
1998–2008. The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 38, pp. 205–216.  
Sen, A. & Dutta, A. (2018). West Bengal's Successful Kanyashree Prakalpa Programme 
Needs More Push From State and Beneficiaries. EPW, 53(17). Available at: 
www.epw.in/engage/article/West-Bengal-Successful-Kanyashree-Prakalpa-
Programme-Needs-More-Push-From-State-and-Beneficiaries retrieved on 03. 05. 
2020 
Shamshad, A. (2020). Empowerment of Muslim Women through Education in India. Our 
Heritage, 68, 20- 32. 
Ugwoke, B. & U. Omekwu, I. (2014). Public libraries and Nigerian cultural development. 
International Journal of Information Management, 34, 17-19. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2013.08.009 
Valentine, J.  (2005). Our Community, Our Library: Women, Schools, and Popular Culture in 
the Public Library Movement. Public Library Quarterly, 24(4), 45-79. 
www.webexam.in/kanyashree-k3-scholarship/ retrieved on 03. 05. 2020 
